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Introductory Statement and Rationale 

 

St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s is a special school which caters for pupils with Mild General 

Learning Disability. We endeavour to cater for the holistic needs of each pupil through 

Individual Education Planning. Life skills are a central element to the curriculum in our 

school. It is in this context that the teaching and learning of Music takes place in our 

school. We have written this school plan to ensure an approach which supports transition 

from class to class throughout the school.  

 

Characteristic Spirit of St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s 

 

The characteristic spirit of the school is encapsulated in our motto “Through Perseverance 

we Succeed”. We as a staff are cognisant of supporting pupils to achieve to the best of 

their ability. As our school is a special school, we understand that both pupils and staff 

need to persevere so that each pupil succeeds.  

 

School Vision 

St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s endeavour to nourish the educational, social, emotional, spiritual 

and physical development of each student to his/her potential with the future expectation 

of active participation in his/her local community. Our vision for this subject is 

encompassed in our vision for the school. By engaging with this subject, we hope that all 

pupils will become active citizens in the community.  

 

Aims 

 

We aim to provide an environment of care where pupils feel confident to express 

themselves in alternative formats. This may be through playing music or singing. Music 

can be utilised in many different formats to support the development of social skills as well 

as expressive and receptive oral language. 

  

We endorse the aims of the alternative syllabi for music at primary and post-primary level: 

● to enable the child to become music literate 

● to enable the child to explore, clarify and express ideas, feelings and experiences 

through a range of arts activities 
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● to develop the child’s awareness of, sensitivity to and enjoyment of aural 

environments 

● to enable the child to develop natural abilities and potential, to acquire techniques, 

and to practice the skills necessary for creative expression and for joyful 

participation on different forms 

● to enable the child to see and solve problems creatively through imaginative 

thinking and to so encourage individuality and enterprise 

● to value the child’s self-confidence and self-esteem through valuing self-

expression 

● to foster a sense of excellence in and appreciation of the arts in local, regional, 

national and global contexts, both past and present 

● to foster a critical appreciation of the arts for personal fulfilment and enjoyment 

● to enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically 

● to develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of 

musical genres, including Irish music 

● to develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experience through 

music as an individual and in collaboration with others 

● to enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the 

excitement and satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity 

● to nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in 

musical performance 

● to foster higher order thinking and lifelong learning through the acquisition of 

musical knowledge, skills, concepts and values 

● to enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical experience. 

 

 

Alternative Curricula and Syllabi 

 

Primary School Curriculum 

The music curriculum comprises three strands which include: Listening and Responding; 

Performing and composing. Through these strands the child will be enabled to develop 

and awareness of and sensitivity to the elements of music which include: pulse; duration; 

tempo; pitch; dynamics; structure; timbre; texture and style. Each teacher will choose the 

level of Music to be covered according to the needs and abilities in the class. Please see 

the PSC: 
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o Level one:  pp. 15-19 

o Level two:  pp. 27-32 

o Level three: pp. 43-48 

o Level Four: pp. 61-66 

Teachers can choose from the range of content objectives in all strand units appropriate 

to their class level. See appendix for further details.  

 

Post-Primary Visual Arts Syllabi 

In our school at post-primary level, we also provide Level One Learning Programme and 

Level Two Learning Programme as well as the Leaving Certificate Applied.  

 

Level 1 Learning Programme 

They get the opportunity to explore a variety of methodologies working with a variety of 

media as outlined above in the strands and strands units. Please see the PLUs for Level 

One Learning Programmes for further information.  These programmes are also available 

on https://www.ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/level-one-and-level-two-programmes. 

 

Level 2 Learning Programme 

Level 2 is a three-year course. In year one an experiential approach is utilised similar to 

level one where the post-primary art teacher adapts and differentiates according to the 

abilities of the pupils. In year two and three the pupils compile portfolios which are 

submitted as part of their short courses for the Level 2 Learning Programme.  Please see 

plans for these programmes for further information. These programmes are also available 

on https://www.ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/level-one-and-level-two-programmes. 

 

Leaving Certificate Applied 

This is a two-year course where Drama and Music are mandatory modules. The Visual 

Arts is an elective. The subject specialist teacher chooses two modules per annum as 

well as an annual task in first year and additional course work in second year. There are 

variety of modules to choose from. Please see plans for these programmes for further 

information. These programmes are also available on https://www.ncca.ie/en/senior-

cycle/programmes-and-key-skills/leaving-certificate-applied. 

 

Leaving Certificate Applied.   Music and Drama are mandatory modules of the LCA. (Refer 

to plans on the school server). 
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Approaches and Methodologies 

 

The Music curriculum comprises listening and responding, performing and composing 

activities. Focused listening is emphasised, both for its sheer enjoyment potential and its 

essential role in composing and performing.  

● Music strategies are used at each class level to maximise learning (Refer to 

Teacher Guidelines) 

● A safe environment is created so pupils have the confidence to engage in Music 

● Children are encouraged to reflect on the Music from both within the Music and 

after the Music experience  

● Teachers approach differentiation so that all children are provided with the 

opportunity to access the music curriculum.  

● Curriculum  

 

Children with Different Needs 

 

Teachers support and ensure participation of children with special needs in music e.g. 

children with emotional and behavioural difficulties; children with learning difficulties; 

children with physical disabilities. All pupils are differentiated for accordingly.  

 

Linkage and Integration 

The three strand units of the Music Curriculum are linked though reflection and discussion 

as well as group work. Music is integrated with other aspects of the curriculum as it 

provides a platform for understanding and discussing the world around us. 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

Please see our Assessment Policy available on www.stitasandstjosephs.com. 

Teachers assess: 

o Exploring and making Music  

o Reflection on Music 

o Co-operating and communicating in making Music – the child’s ability to 

contribute to the shaping of the Music 
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The assessment tools used: 

o Teacher observation 

o Teacher-designed tasks 

o Work samples, portfolios, projects 

o Curriculum profiles. 

 

Equality of Participation and Access 

 

Our school will not discriminate on any of the nine grounds named in the Equal Status Act 

and any processes and procedures will not be applied in a discriminatory way. The school 

is committed to positive action for those who are disadvantaged or who need assistance 

that others do not need, and the school should be alerted to the fact that support is needed 

so it can be put in place. Discrimination under the nine grounds or harassment including 

sexual harassment is prohibited in our school. Please see our Dignity in the Workplace 

Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy, available on our website, for further details. 

 

Organisational Planning 

 

Timetable 

 

Please check school and individual timetables available on our school server as they are 

revised annually and intermittently according to the needs of our pupils.  

 

Resources 

 

● The resources we use include: drums; percussion instruments; guitar; piano and 

tin whistle. 

● Human resources are effectively utilised to optimise the music experience, e.g. 

staff members and pupils. 

● We have the use of an assembly hall and social play area to support Music in our 

school 

● We have a specialist subject teacher for post-primary pupils for six-eight hours per 

week. 
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Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting 

 

All our school plans are available on our website once ratified and on our school server. 

Each school plan is informed by the appropriate Curricula and Syllabi. Yearly plans, 

fortnightly plans and monthly progress reports are displayed on our server or on hand-

written notes. Teachers complete a variety of plans dependent on what subjects they are 

required to teach.  

 

Staff Development 

 

Staff are encouraged to attend professional development on an on-going basis on any 

curricular area they request. 

  

Parental Involvement 

 

Parents attend school events such as music concerts which are held annually all over 

Kerry. Parents are encouraged to support the teaching and learning of their children. 

Subject Plans are available on our website to support this.  

 

Community Links 

 

Actors/members of theatre groups in the locality extend and deepen the music experience 

for our pupils. We have close links with Siamsa Tíre and we attend many events which 

take place there. 
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Success Criteria 

 

The aim of this plan is to make a difference to the teaching and learning of Music in our 

school. The criteria that will indicate success include: 

 

o Teachers’ preparation based on this plan 

o Procedures outlined in this plan consistently followed 

o Teacher/parent feedback 

o Children’s feedback  

o Inspectors’ suggestions/reports. 

 

Implementation 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The plan will be supported, developed and implemented by all of the relevant staff and is 

available on our server for comment. Any amendments are discussed and ratified before 

being published on our website. 

 

Review 

 

It will be necessary to review this plan as necessary to ensure optimum implementation 

of the Music Curriculum. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 

Those involved in the review as with all our plans include: 

o Teachers 

o Pupils 

o Parents 

o BoM 

o The Principal provides draft plans for comment on the school server and e-

mails plans to BoM before ratification. Parents also have an opportunity for 

comment through e-mail, IEP meetings and through questionnaires which 

supports School Self-Evaluation in our school. 
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Ratification and Communication 

 

This subject plan was ratified by the Board of Management on 01-02-19. This plan was 

reviewed in January 2021 and ratified in February 2021.  All parents are welcome to see 

the subject plan on our school website.

 

 


