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Introduction 

 

The use of mobile phones is central to everyday life.  All staff and most pupils use 

mobile phones to communicate with others and to undertake everyday tasks, i.e., 

writing e-mails, taking photographs, keeping fit, etc.  In a school setting it is important 

that everyone understands what purpose they are used for within the school setting 

and how to ensure that respect for others is maintained when using mobile phones. 

 

Rational 

 

It was deemed necessary to review the policy as a matter for health and safety of all 

pupils. The student council and the staff felt that mobile phone use in school should 

be addressed. The school community felt that the use of mobile phones by students 

was not necessary during school times and that best practice would be to keep student 

mobile phones at home.  Staff use mobile phones for work purposes to communicate 

with others.  All access to school applications such as Aladdin and Microsoft Office by 

staff should always be protected via a password and on a locked device.  It is also 

recognised that some students may require them for safety purposes directly after 

school. With these factors in mind the following policy was developed by the school 

community. 

 

Relationship to characteristic spirit of the school 
 
 
The purpose of this policy is to allow the school to function in an orderly and 

harmonious way. The policy will enhance the learning environment where children can 

make progress in all aspects of their development. The Principal, staff, and Board of 

Management of St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s School are committed to the principle of 

providing a holistic education to all its students in an environment of care and safety. 

This incorporates the promotion of acceptable behaviour patterns which the students 

will carry into their adult lives. Recognising the intrinsic value and importance of co-

operation between home and school we endeavour in St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s to 



provide clear guidelines as to the expected use of mobile phones of those who attend 

our school. This can only be achieved when there is a high level of respect and co-

operation between staff, parents and pupils. The school motto states that “Through 

Perseverance we Succeed” and all the staff, parents and pupils should be committed 

to support positive co-operation in relation to this policy St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s. 

 

 
Aims 

 
 

By introducing this policy, the school hopes:  
 

• To ensure an educational environment that is guided by our mission statement  

• To allow the school to function in an orderly way where children can make 
progress in all aspects of their development  

• To create an atmosphere of respect, tolerance and consideration for others  

• To ensure the safety and well-being of all members of the school community  

• To ensure that others’ right to privacy is respected  
 

• To assist parents and pupils in understanding the systems and procedures that 
form part of the mobile phone policy and to seek their co-operation in the 
application of these procedures  

 

• To ensure that the learning environment in the school is conducive to the 
development of self-esteem for all pupils.  

 

 

Mobile Phones in Primary Schools 
 
 
The Department of Education states that “schools have considerable autonomy in their 

day-to-day operation and decision making to prohibit any items of concern from the 

pupils attending the school”.  The Solas (2004) publication stated that “It is recognised 

that mobile phones can be intrusive and distracting in all situations and particularly in 

schools.  In addition to the inconvenience, the debate still goes on about the possible 

harmful effects of the frequent use of mobile phones.  Children could be particularly 

vulnerable in this regard.”  Taking these recommendations into consideration the 



Board of Management in St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s wishes to ensure that the use of 

mobile phones by students is prohibited during school time unless it is under the direct 

instruction of the teacher for educational purposes.  The use of mobile phones by staff 

for essential calls will be kept to the minimum and should be made if possible, in a 

private area or in an area where pupils are not present 

 

Procedure 
 
 

• It is school policy that children should hand the mobile phone to their class 

teacher or their Classroom Assistant (other arrangements with regards the 

storage of the mobile phones may be made in consultation with the Principal 

and under the direction of the class teacher) at the beginning of the day and it 

will be returned to them before they go home each day.  However, bringing 

mobile phones to school is not encouraged and every student does so at their 

own risk (e.g. loss, theft, damage of phone).  

 

• In the event of a pupil being found with a mobile phone without being under the 

instruction of the teacher, it will be confiscated by a member of staff. They will 

be returned only to a parent/guardian on request.  The class teacher will store 

them until such a time as the parent/guardian calls to the school for the phone. 

 

• The use of phones to record (pictures, videos, voice) is strictly forbidden.  

• The use of cameras, video recordings and other devices which are not school 

property is forbidden.  

• The use of phones for any purpose by any pupil during school time is strictly 

forbidden.  

• A copy of the school policy will be sent to parents/guardians and they will be 

informed of any updates to the policy.  

• On trips and outings mobile phones can be used at the discretion of staff 

members.  



• The use of phones by staff for essential calls should be kept to the minimum 

and should be used if possible, during break and lunch time.  

• When staff are accessing school data on a personal device they should ensure 

that the device is encrypted and the device and application they are using is 

password protected. 

• Use of mobile phones by visitors in the school building is not permitted unless 

permission is sought from the Principle  

 
 

Success Criteria 
 
 

Practical indicators of the success of the policy include:  
 

• Positive feedback from teachers, parents and pupils  

• Observation of positive behaviour in classrooms, corridors and yard 
 
 

Roles and Responsibility 
 
 

All staff, parents and pupils have responsibility to support the policy within the school. 
 
 
 

Ratification & Communication 
 
The auditing of this school policy in the school began in January 2011 and the policy 

was ratified by the Board of Management on 15/02/11.  The Principal addressed all 

pupils at assembly and requested that they speak to and share their opinions about 

the mobile phone policy with the Student Council representatives in their class.  The 

Principal then consulted with the Student Council representatives in relation to the 

draft policy and how it could be improved.  The draft policy was put on the server for 

staff to comment.  The use of mobile phones was also discussed at staff meetings.  A 

copy of the draft mobile phone policy was sent to all parents for comment.  

Recommendations were discussed by the Board of Management and relevant points 

from the school community were included in this policy.  This policy was reviewed by 

staff in August 2018 and ratified by the Board of Management on the 12th of October 



2018.  This policy was reviewed again by staff in January 2021 and the amendments 

were ratified by the Board of Management in February 2021. 

 

Timetable for Review 

The new policy will be reviewed and if necessary, amended as required.  It is available 

on our school website. 


