
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Introductory Statement and Rationale 

 

St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s is a special school which, caters for pupils with Mild General                

Learning Disability. We endeavour to cater for the holistic needs of each pupil             

through Individual Education Planning. Life skills are a central element to the            

curriculum in our school. It is in this context that the teaching and learning of SESE                

takes place in our school. We have written this school plan to ensure an approach               

which supports transition from class to class throughout the school. In our school,             

SESE provides opportunities for the child to explore and investigate and develop an             

understanding of the natural, human, scientific, historical, social and cultural          

environment in which they live. This plan forms the basis of individual teacher’s             

long- and short- term planning for the primary classes. Pupils undertake Level 1 and              

2 Learning Programmes as well as the Leaving Certificate Applied courses at            

post-primary level.  

 

Characteristic Spirit of St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s 

 

The characteristic spirit of the school is encapsulated in our motto “Through            

Perseverance we Succeed” which permeates every aspect of school life. We as a             

staff are cognisant of supporting pupils to achieve to the best of their ability in all                

aspects of their holistic development. 

 

School Vision 
 

St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s endeavour to nourish the educational, social, emotional,            

spiritual and physical development of each student to his/her potential with the future             

expectation of active participation in his/her local community. Our vision for this            
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subject is encompassed in our vision for the school. By engaging with this subject we               

hope that all pupils will become active citizens in the community.  

 

Aims of the Geography Curriculum 

The aims of the Geography Curriculum state what our school ideally hopes to             

achieve by introducing this plan. We endorse the aims of the Primary School             

Curriculum for Geography which are: 

 

● to develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider          

environments and their interrelationships 

● to encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and            

human conditions on the Earth 

● to develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an          

understanding of human interdependence 

● to develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially            

those concerned with the development of graphicacy 

● to encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness 

● to encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour          

towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion,         

resolution and avoidance of environmental problems 

● to develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts. 

 

Aims of the History Curriculum 

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for History, which are: 

 

● to develop an interest in and curiosity about the past 

● to make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past                

and how people and events have had an impact upon each other 

● to develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity 

● to provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence,            

time and chronology, appropriate to the development stages of the child 
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● to allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence             

systematically and critically 

● to provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and           

interpretations in a variety of ways 

● to foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and             

wider environments 

● to help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the              

attitudes and behaviour of people today 

● to foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote             

an openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view. 

 

 

Aims of the Science Curriculum 

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Science which are: 

 

● to enable the child to acquire knowledge, skills and attitudes so as to develop              

an informed and critical understanding of social, environmental and scientific          

issues 

● to reinforce and stimulate curiosity and imagination about local and wider           

environments 

● to enable the child to play a responsible role as an individual, as a family               

member and as a member of local, regional, national, European and global            

communities 

● to foster an understanding of, and concern for, the total interdependence of all             

humans, all living things and the Earth on which they live 

● to foster a sense of responsibility for the long-term care of the environment             

and a commitment to promote the sustainable use of the Earth’s resources            

through personal life-style and participation in collective environmental        

decision-making 

● to cultivate humane and responsible attitudes and an appreciation of the world            

in accordance with beliefs and values. 
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As a school we have derived our aims in relation to SESE which include: 

● continuation of participation in the Green School Programme and maintain          

all of our Green Flags  

● exploring the local environment- beaches, woods, wind-farms, hedgerows,        

river, etc 

● taking part in local science activities 

● integrating other specially designated days and weeks into our school          

calendar e.g. national tree week, energy awareness week, Lifetime Lab, etc 

● purchasing additional science equipment. 

 

 

Curriculum Planning  

 

Strands and Strand Units: Outlined below are the strands in the SESE Curriculum             

and the skills that we hope to develop. Each strand is subdivided into Strand Units               

which focus on particular concepts.  

 

Geography  
● Human Environments 
● Natural Environments 
● Environmental 

Awareness and Care 

History 
● Myself and my Family 
● Story 
● Early People and   

Ancient Societies 
● Life, society, work and    

culture in the past 
● Eras of change and    

conflict 
● Politics, conflict and   

society 
● Continuity and change   

over time 

Science 
● Living things 
● Energy and Forces 
● Materials 
● Environmental 

awareness and care 

 
Skills Development 
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Geography 
●A sense of place and     

space 
●Maps, globes and   

graphical skills 
Geographical Investigation  
Skills 

History 
●Time and Chronology 
●Change and Continuity 
●Cause and Effect 
●Using Evidence 
●Synthesis and  

communication 
●Empathy 

Science 
●Working Scientifically 
●Designing and Making 

 

 

 

Organisational Planning 

 

Timetable 

 

Our teachers work in keeping with the recommendations in the Primary School            

Curriculum (page 70) for SESE, i.e. a minimum of two and a quarter hours in the                

primary classes. However, our school is also cognisant of the new National            

Guidelines in Literacy and Numeracy and the suggestion that these subjects should            

be given priority. We as a school we will endeavour to use SESE as a tool to support                  

literacy and numeracy in our classes. 

 

The primary class teacher(s) have responsibility for covering the objectives outlined           

in the Primary School Curriculum according to the individual special needs of the             

pupils in their classes. The objectives will be revised informally at primary and             

post-primary level in all aspects of school life.  

 

Approaches and Methodologies 

 

In all SESE subjects, teachers can choose from the following: 

● whole class work 

● small group work 

● individual work on chosen topics or projects 

● investigative approach 
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● closed activities 

● open investigations 

● teacher-directed approach 

● exemplars. 

 

Approaches and Methodologies for Geography 

 

Key methodologies Curriculum used as part of the geography programme: 

● active learning 

● problem solving 

● developing skills through content 

● talk and discussion 

● co-operative learning 

● use of the environment. 

 

Other methodologies include: 

● photographs, internet, e-mail, (See pp. 64-67 Teacher Guidelines) are all          

used as methods of learning 

● fieldwork, exploratory trails, photographs, trips and excursion are all used in           

the implementation of the curriculum (See pp. 68-73 Teacher Guidelines)  

● how is fieldwork incorporated into the geography programme? (See pp. 74-80           

Teacher Guidelines) 

● fieldwork, surveys, photographs, artefacts, interviews, and environmental       

audit (See pp. 81-96 Teacher Guidelines) are used as tools to facilitate the             

teaching and learning of this subject 

● artefacts, atlases, globes, interviews, photographs, are all used to learn about           

other places (See pp. 116-126 Teacher Guidelines) 

● mapping skills and mapping concepts developed as part of the geography           

programme e.g. local maps, plans, photographs, internet, models (See pp.          

127-144 Teacher Guidelines) 

● maps, globes, atlases are used in the school (See pp. 145-154 Teacher            

Guidelines). 
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Using the Environment 

We have a completed an environmental audit of the school grounds and the             

surrounding locality. The following areas were identified as suitable and accessible           

habitats in the immediate/local environment: 

● wall surrounding the school grounds 

● grass area/pitch,  

● spring/summer flowers in surrounding fields 

● seasonal study of a tree in the school grounds  

● mini-beasts on concrete surface area 

● study of a log pile/stone pile in school grounds 

● birds in our school grounds 

● trees in our school grounds 

● vegetable patch in school garden  

● birds in our school  

● hedgerows  

● wormery studies 

● nature trails 

● local Beaches 

● local Forestry. 

 

Approaches and Methodologies for History 

 

The following approaches and methodologies are currently being implemented in our           

school: 

● story pp. 65-71 Teacher Guidelines 

● drama and role play pp. 109-113 Teacher Guidelines 

● oral evidence pp. 77-80 Teacher Guidelines 

● documentary evidence pp. 104-108 Teacher Guidelines 
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● using ICT p.114 Teacher Guidelines 

● personal and family history pp.72-75 Teacher Guidelines 

● using artefacts pp. 81-86 Teacher Guidelines 

● pictures and photographs pp. 87-98 Teacher Guidelines 

● use of the environment pp. 99-103 Teacher Guidelines. 

 

 

Approaches and Methodologies for Science 

 

● free exploration of materials 

● use of everyday objects and materials in the environment 

● annotated drawings 

● concept maps and brainstorming 

● outdoor investigation and fieldwork 

● indoor exploration 

● ICT 

● open/closed investigations. 

 

To ensure a balance of the acquisition of skills and knowledge in all subjects both               

have been placed as an integral part of our fortnightly plans and monthly progress              

reports on our school server.  

 

 

Skills and Concepts Development for Geography 

 

Geographical Investigation Skills include: 

● A sense of place and space 

● Maps, globes and graphical skills. 

 

It is very important for our pupils to learn geographical skills that they will need in the                 

future. Learning to read maps and having a sense of area and space is very               

important for them. 
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Skills and Concepts Development for History 

 

These skills are advocated in the teaching and learning of History in our school: 

● Time and chronology 

● Change and continuity 

● Cause and effect 

● Using evidence 

● Synthesis and communication 

● Empathy. 

 

Skills and Concepts in Science 

 

Science is not only concerned with the acquisition of knowledge but the            

understanding of concepts. We can nurture this understanding by developing skills of            

questioning, observing, predicting, investigating, analysing and recording and        

therefore acquiring knowledge. Children will explore, plan and analyse materials          

through design and make activities. Pupils will be given an opportunity to engage in              

Design and Make activities appropriate to their ability and area of study. 

 

Linkage and Integration: 

● Human Life units on growth and reproduction will integrate with SPHE 

● environmental awareness and care is closely integrated with the SPHE and           

Geography curricula. 

● Design and Make activities will also form part of the Visual Arts content. 

● links with the maths curriculum are many e.g. graphing results of           

investigations,  

● the strand unit on sound is an integral part of the music curriculum e.g.              

Sounds in the environment and the designing of musical instruments. 
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● various ‘Line of Development’ studies in History will lend themselves          

meaningfully to scientific investigation. e.g. Clothes over the years etc. 

 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping  

 

The following may be used: 

● teacher observation 

● teacher-designed tasks and tests 

● concept-mapping 

● work samples, portfolios and projects 

● curriculum profiles. 

 

 

 

 

ICT Resources used within classrooms 

 

● SESE Interactive materials on all computers within school 

● www.cjfallons.ie 

● www.scoilnet.ie 

● www.google.ie (also Google images) 

● www.prometheanplanet.com 

● Resource folder for all subjects on our school server. 

 

 

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting 

 

Teachers write long term yearly plans for SESE. We also write a fortnightly plan for               

each subject, which combine to form a Cúntas Míosúil. These are available on our              

school server to facilitate collaboration between classes and subject teachers. 
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Children with Different Needs 

It is important that all children experience a rounded environmental education. SESE            

plays a pivotal role in this education and so we will do our best to ensure that every                  

child will have opportunities to engage in learning activities appropriate to their            

abilities: 

● teachers will use a mixture of whole-class teaching and group work, with            

different groups set tasks of various complexities. 

● teachers will develop their questioning techniques spanning from simple recall          

to more complex and analytical skills so that all pupils will have opportunities             

for success. 

● different ways of recording and communicating findings will be encouraged:          

drawing, ICT, written records, oral reports and models. 

● all children benefit from active involvement in the environment so all will be             

encouraged to participate in fieldwork.  

● the exceptional ability child will be encouraged to undertake additional          

research and recording their scientific findings in a variety of ways. 

● SNA support for particular children or groups as directed by class teacher. 

 

Safety 

We have a Health and Safety policy in place in our school which covers safety               

concerning the handling of equipment and out of school activities such as fieldwork             

(See Geography Teacher Guidelines P 74-78 for guidance on such a policy).            

Teachers will consult with the Principal, whenever it is proposed to engage in             

fieldwork, trips or excursions. During practical work teachers will be aware of the             

safety implications of any exploratory or investigative work to be undertaken.           

Successful and enjoyable investigations require sensible planning, good supervision         

and adherence to safety rules. 
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Outdoor work will be based in areas that are accessible for children, teachers and              

helpers and that are safe. Preliminary visits by teachers to the site will be necessary               

to identify potential hazards. If there are apparent dangers then a more suitable             

habitat will be selected for study. Habitat studies involve children in working with             

plants and animals, and teachers will be made aware that some children may be              

allergic to some animals and plants. 

When designing investigative activities teachers will find useful safety advice in the             

Teacher Guidelines for Science and in Safety in School Science (An Roinn            

Oideachais 1996). Teachers will also consult the “Be Safe” handbook (The           

Association for Science Education) for advice on safety during such activities 

 

Equality of Participation and Access 

Pupils of all genders will have equal opportunities to participate in Science lessons             

and activities. Equal opportunity will be given to all genders to experience all             

strands. Provision will be made for children experiencing any form of disadvantage.            

SESE will be for all children in the primary classes, regardless of gender, age or               

ability. Level 1 and 2 Learning and the Leaving Certificate Applied Programmes are             

completed at post-primary level.  

 

Interculturalism  

Teachers will refer to Department of Education and Skills, Intercultural Education in            

the Primary School Guidelines for schools (which are available on our school            

server). 

● the geography class will be used as an opportunity to integrate the culture of              

all pupils in our school. 

● other languages represented in the school will be displayed in relevant           

classes when and where appropriate 
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● the geography programme in our school will celebrate difference as well as            

promote cultural awareness. 

 

 

Community Links/People 

 

Local places of SESE Interest which we will use to support the SESE Curriculum              

include: 

● Library 

● Strand/Beach 

● Local Ballyseedy Woods and mountain walks 

● Gortbrack Farm 

● Old school building 

● Town Square 

● Church and graveyard 

● Wetlands Park 

● Heritage Centre  

● Museum. 

 

 

 

Implementation 

 

Each primary class teacher has responsibility for implementing this school plan           

within their classroom. The Principal is responsible for ensuring all teachers are            

aware of the plan which is available on our school website and on the server.               

However, all teachers are required to link with primary class teachers in relation to              

similar topics being covered in their classes so that expertise can be shared. 

 

Review Date 
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The review date will coincide with the date specified in our school implementation             

plan as part of our school self-evaluation procedures. Please see server for same. 

 

Ratification 

This plan was referred to all parents as part of our school self-evaluation             

questionnaires in June 2012. The draft plan was made available for all staff on the               

server during October and November 2012. The plan was discussed with the            

student council in December 2012. The final draft of the plan was sent to the BoM                

for recommendations and ratified on 18/12/12. This plan was available on our            

school website and server and reviewed from February – March 2019 and changes             

were ratified by the BoM on the in April 2019.  
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