
      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
      

 
St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s 

Primary and Post-Primary School 
 

Visual Arts Plan 
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Rationale 

 

We aim through this plan, drawn up in accordance with the Visual Arts Syllabi 

to set our approach to the visual arts in our school.  This plan will form the 

basis for teachers long and short-term planning.  It will also be used to inform 

new and temporary teachers of the approaches and methodologies used in 

our school. 

 

Vision Statement 

 

We seek to assist the children in our school in achieving their potential by 

providing a visual arts programme which will encourage and promote 

individual response to a variety of visual experiences.  Children will be given 

the opportunity of direct experience in Arts/Crafts activities, allowing individual 

responses to be extended in relation to the learners’ stage of development 

and interests.  Time will be given to allow children make meaningful decisions 

and to identify and solve problems through art.  A broad and balanced 

curriculum will provide all children with experience of different Arts/Crafts 

media.  Children will be encouraged to look at and respond to their own work 

and the work of others, knowing that their individual response is valued.  

Children will grow in confidence and self-esteem in their approach to the 

visual arts knowing that when responding to visual experience there is no one 

correct response, but a multitude of valid alternatives. 

 

Aims 

 

We endorse the aims and objectives of the primary and post-primary syllabi 

for visual arts in our school. Our aims are: 

• to enable the child to explore, clarify and express ideas, feelings and 

experiences through a range of art activities 

• to provide for aesthetic experiences and to develop aesthetic awareness in 

the visual arts, in music, in drama, in dance and in literature 

• to develop the child’s awareness of, sensitivity to and enjoyment of visual, 

aural, tactile and spatial qualities in the environment 
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• to enable the child to develop natural abilities and potential, to acquire 

techniques, and to practice the skills necessary for creative expression 

and for joyful participation in different art forms 

• To enable the child to see and to solve problems creatively through 

imaginative thinking and to encourage individuality and enterprise. 

• To value the child’s confidence and self-esteem through valuing self- 

expression 

• To foster a sense of excellence in and appreciation of the arts in local, 

regional, national and global contexts, both past and present 

• To foster a critical appreciation of the arts for personal fulfilment and 

enjoyment. 

 

Alternative Curricula and Syllabi 

The visual arts programme will be implemented by both primary class 

teachers in classroom based activities and by a specialist art teacher in the 

school’s art room. We plan on implementing the various strand units both as 

a) stand alone units and b) integrated, taking a thematic approach. The 

following are examples of a wide range of activities we will engage in based 

on the content objectives as outlined in the revised primary and post-primary 

syllabi. 

 

Primary School Curriculum 

 

Drawing 

Children in our school will be given opportunities to: 

• explore and experiment with age and ability appropriate drawing materials 

and tools 

• work with drawing tool on a range of surfaces 

• make drawings based on their own experiences 

• make drawings based on their own observations 

• make drawings based on their own imaginations 

• talk about their own work and the work of their peers 
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• develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with drawing 

activities. 

 

Paint and Colour 

Children in our school will be given opportunities to:  

• explore and experiment with age and ability appropriate paint and colour 

materials 

• work with these materials on a range of surfaces 

• use paint and colour to depict their own experiences 

• use paint and colour to record their observation 

• use paint and colour to represent their own imaginings 

• talk about their own work and the work of their peers 

• look at and respond to artists work 

• develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging with paint and 

colour materials. 

 

Print 

In our school children will be provided with opportunities to: 

• explore and experiment with a variety of printing tools and materials 

• explore a variety of age appropriate print making techniques 

• use these print making techniques to represent their experiences, 

observations and imaginations 

• look at and respond to their own print making efforts to those of others in 

their class 

• develop concepts about the elements of art through working with print 

making materials 

 

Clay 

 

In our school children will be provided with opportunities to: 

• experiment with clay, plasticine 

• use clay, pottery, techniques as a medium for representing their 

experiences, observations and imaginations 
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• develop concepts about the elements of art through working with clay, 

plasticine and play dough 

• look at and talk about their own work and the work of other children 

 

Construction 

 

In our school children will be provided with opportunities to: 

• make imaginative structures to represent their experiences, observations 

and imagination 

• make art-work in two-dimensional construction 

• look at and respond to natural and built constructions 

• develop concepts about the elements of art through working with 

construction materials. 

 

Fabric and Fibre 

 

In our school children will be provided with opportunities to: 

• explore and experiment with a variety of fabric and fibres 

• change the surface of fabric e.g. add paint, colour. 

• construct with fabric and fibre 

• use fabric and fibres to represent their own experiences, observations and 

imagination 

• look at and respond to their own work, to the work of other children and to 

artists work  

• develop concepts about the elements of art through working with fabric 

and fibre. 

 

As the children in our school have alternative ways of learning each teacher 

will in many cases use a step by step approach and break tasks down into 

smaller stages. 

 

The following is an example of a project which illustrates the thematic 

approach we wish to use where/when appropriate. The project can be 

adapted to suit different classes. 
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Example of a project title: Leaves 

 

Strand: Drawing 

 

Strand Unit:  Looking and Responding 

A collection of leaves will be presented to the class and children will be 

encouraged to explore the leaves by looking and handling various examples. 

Teacher led discussion will encourage answers to such questions as – What 

does the leaf look like? 

- If it heavy, light, smooth , dull, shiny, lumpy, or bumpy? 

- Does the shape remind you of anything? 

 

Now children are encouraged to select one leave and study it carefully, using 

a suitable focussing device or use of the internet.  The following vocabulary 

will be introduced by the teacher a) Colour  b)Texture  c) Pattern. 

 

Strand Unit: Making Drawings 

1. Children are given paper and pencils and instructed to place the leaf on 

the paper and draw around the outline of the leaf – Children will require 

help with this and it may be bent to secure the leaf to the page using blue-

tac. 

2. On removing the leaf the children are encouraged to try and draw in their 

outlined leaf all the marks, patterns they identified in their chosen leaf. 

 

 

Strand: Paint and Colour / Strand Unit: Looking and Responding 

The children will be encouraged to look again at leaves and to choose one 

with interesting colours. A discussion is developed as to colours seen and 

how best to describe them e.g. redish orange etc. 

What makes one leaf more interesting than another? 

Why did you choose this leaf? 

What is the lightest/darkest colour we can see? 
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Strand Unit: Painting 

Children are provided with oil pastels and encouraged to produce the range of 

colours seen.  There mixing of colour in introduced –reintroduced. 

 

Strand: Painting 

Strand Unit: Making Prints 

Using oil pastels children make rubbings of leaves. 

 

Strand Units: Looking and Responding 

Children view the rubbings/prints made and are encouraged to discuss the 

results. Are they what you expected? 

 

Stand: Clay 

Stand Unit: Developing form in Clay 

- Children are given help to roll a small ball of clay, flatten it and make a 

slab. 

- Using pencil they draw onto the wet clay to produce a simple leaf shape. 

- Children are now encouraged to decorate their leaf shape with the lives, 

patterns they identified in their drawings. 

 

Strand Unit: Looking and Responding 

Children look at one another’s work in progress. 

How can we continue with our clay leaves? 

Would it be a gook idea to now paint them etc? 

 

Strand: Construction 

Strand Unit: Making Constructions 

Making a mobile – Teacher demonstrates and helps in the cutting of leaf 

templates from coloured card e.g. reds, greens, browns, yellows etc. 

 

-    A puncher is used to make a hole in the centre of the top of each leaf. 

- Knitting thread in threaded through holes. 

- 6 leaves are then produced and the wool cut to various lengths. 
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- The other end of the wool is now tied to short lengths of bamboo or old 

coat hangers wrapped in coloured crepe paper. 

 

Strand Unit: Looking and Responding 

- Children encouraged to look and discuss mobiles ongoing and completed. 

What do we think of our work? 

What changes can we make? 

What other materials might we have used? 

 

Strand: Fabric and Fibre 

Strand Unit: Looking and Responding 

Making a leaf collage 

-Children are introduced to Gustav Klimts’ painting “The Tree of Life”. 

A large picture of Gustav Klimts “Tree of Life” is displayed and children invited 

to look and respond.  Teacher led discussion lead to: 

Does this tree look like the trees we see everyday? Why not? 

Which season do you think it is? Why? 

What else besides the tree do we see in the painting? 

Attention is drawn to all the colours and patterns in the painting, the shapes 

seen etc. What ideas can we take from this painting when making our own 

trees? 

 

Strand Unit: Creating in Fabric and Fibre 

Working in small groups/pairs children draw a tree on large (A2) paper. 

Paint is distributed and Autumn colours mixed.  Scraps of coloured/patterned 

fabric is distributed and using their template, children cut their leaf from fabric 

(with help from teacher). 

With help from teacher leaves are pasted onto paper tree. 

- Other details are then cut from fabric e.g. sun, clouds, flowers etc.  These 

fabrics pieces are added to the collage and painted, decorated further 

where necessary. 
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Post-Primary Visual Arts Syllabi 

In our school at post-primary level we also provide Level One Learning 

Programme and Level Two Learning Programme as well as the leaving 

Certificate Applied.  

 

Level 1 Learning Programme 

They get the opportunity to explore a variety of methodologies working with a 

variety of media as outlined above in the strands and strands units. Please 

see the PLUs for Level One Learning Programmes for further information. . 

These programmes are also available on https://www.ncca.ie/en/junior-

cycle/level-one-and-level-two-programmes. 

 

Level 2 Learning Programme 

Level 2 is a three year course. In year one an experiential approach is utilised 

similar to level one where the post-primary art teacher adapts and 

differentiates according to the abilities of the pupils. In year two and three the 

pupils compile portfolios which are submitted as part of their short courses for 

the Level 2 Learning Programme.  Please see plans for these programmes for 

further information. These programmes are also available on 

https://www.ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/level-one-and-level-two-programmes. 

 

Leaving Certificate Applied 

This is a two year course where Drama and Music are mandatory modules. 

The Visual Arts is an elective. The subject specialist teacher chooses two 

modules per annum as well as an annual task in first year and addittional 

course work in second year. There are variety of modules to choose from. 

Please see plans for these programmes for further information. These 

programmes are also available on https://www.ncca.ie/en/senior-

cycle/programmes-and-key-skills/leaving-certificate-applied. 

 

Children with Different Needs 

The children in our school have a variety on learning requirements.  We 

endeavour to make the visual arts a multi-sensory experience and to develop 

the child’s enjoyment of visual, aural, tactile and spatial qualities in the 
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environment.  Children work at their own pace.  This raises self-esteem and 

allows the child to know that success is tangible.  The development of 

manipulative skills in art will have a positive influence in other subjects’ areas.  

For many children the development of manipulative skills and the exploration 

of materials will require a high level of adult help and support provided by the 

teacher and classroom assistant. 

 

Linkage and Integration 

 

Integration 

The visual arts presents ways of developing skills in many other areas of the 

curriculum.  It provides the students with opportunities to:  

a) Develop fine-motor skills and hand-eye co-ordination and to develop 

control of materials, tools and techniques. 

• Use scissors, brushes, glue sticks 

• Stay within the limits of the page 

• Squeeze or roll clay 

• Control the amount of material he/she uses. 

b) Develop mathematical skills: 

• Recognise the need for ‘more’ or ‘less’ in adding water, glue etc 

• Experience and explore colour, form, shape etc 

• Use one to one correspondence and recognise the need for counting, 

distributing brushes and paper etc. 

• Copy a sequence of activities 

• Develop problem – solving skills. 

c) Develop communication and language skills: 

• Respond in variety of ways to what he/she sees, feels etc 

• Use language to predict outcomes. 

d) Develop social skills by being provided wit new contents in which they 

work individually and collaboratively: 

• Share materials 

• Indicate own-needs in relation to materials etc 

• Respond to requests to prepare materials, tidy up etc 



10 

 

• Show pleasure and interest in tasks, value own and others 

achievement. 

 

The school promotes integration between the visual arts and other subjects.  

Children’s craft work in Home Economics and Art greatly complement one 

another.  Individual teachers use the visual arts to great effect for promoting 

energy saving poster campaigns, green schools campaign, healthy eating 

promotion and various other projects across the curriculum.  Children are 

encouraged when writing stories from recalled experience or imagination to 

also illustrate their stories.  Attention is given by teachers to the display of 

their work. 

 

Linkage 

Taking a thematic approach the various strands and strand units are linked 

easily to one another. 

 

Timetable 

Primary class teachers teach all the strand units to their classes as outlined 

above according to the abilities of the pupils in the class which can vary 

according to their needs. Post-primary pupils are taught post-primary art 

syllabi by our post-primary art teacher. The post-primary time tables change 

annually according to the needs of the pupils. 

 

Display 

Visual Arts work is displayed in class rooms, corridors and in the art room.  

Each Christmas the school has an exhibition of the children’s work. Art work is 

also displayed on our school website. 

 

Resources and ICT 

The art teacher is responsible for the supply of materials to the art room in 

liaison with management. Individual class teachers are responsible for their 

classroom supplies in liaison with management. Each classroom is equipped 

with a computer and interactive whiteboard/non-interactive board. 
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Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

Assessment takes place on an ongoing basis.  It takes three forms: 

a) Teacher observation 

b) Teacher – designed tasks 

c) Portfolios. 

Portfolios are used as a means of assessment for classes. Portfolios are 

stored in the art room and are kept from year to year as they are later used by 

students as a reference point for their Level 2 Learning Programme and the 

Leaving certificate Applied.  Monthly reports are completed by teachers and 

filed in the office. Tasks and course work are also included as part pf the 

leaving Certificate Applied programme.  

 

Areas of assessment include: 

• perceptual awareness 

• expressive ability 

• critical skills 

• disposition towards art. 

 

 

Equality of Participation and Access 

Equality of opportunity to participate in Visual Arts activities is given to all 

children in the school. Our school will not discriminate on any of the nine 

grounds named in the Equal Status Act and any processes and procedures 

will not be applied in a discriminatory way. The school is committed to positive 

action for those who are disadvantaged or who need assistance that others 

do not need and the school should be alerted to the fact that support is 

needed so it can be put in place. Discrimination under the nine grounds or 

harassment including sexual harassment is prohibited in our school. Please 

see our Dignity in the Workplace Policy and Anti-Bullying Policy, available on 

our website, for further details. 
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Health and Safety 

Materials such as scissors, knives etc. are stored safely. Sinks are provided in 

each classroom. Non-toxic glues, paints, inks etc are used and all materials 

are child friendly. 

 

Individual Teachers Planning and Reporting 

The school plan for visual arts will be made available to all members of staff.  

A thematic approach to the visual arts will be taken but it will be appropriate to 

work at times on individual, stand-alone strands, and strands and strand units.  

The visual arts programme will be implemented by both individual class 

teachers and by the art teacher through the various syllabi at primary and 

post-primary level according to the abilities of each pupil. 

 

Staff Development 

Reference materials books, posters, videos etc which are stored in the art 

room and are made available to all class teachers.  The art teacher works in 

conjunction with class teachers.  Time is given when necessary at staff 

meetings to discuss aspects of the visual arts programme if required. Staff are 

encouraged to attend professional development in all subject areas.  

 

Parental Involvement 

Parents are invited each year to the school’s Christmas Mass where there is 

an art exhibition of their children’s work. The school welcomes requests from 

parents to discuss their children’s progress. All subject plans are available on 

our website.  

 

Community Links 

Children get the opportunity during their time in this school to partake in trips 

to local museums and art galleries to view arts/crafts exhibitions.  Children in 

this school also take part in community art competitions as appropriate. 
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Communication and Ratification 

This plan is available on our school website. It was ratified by the Board of 

Management on the 01-02-19 and will be reviewed in line with our school 

implementation plan. All our policies and plans are available on our website.  


