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Introductory Statement 

A Student Council Support Service was invited to our school in 2010 and a Student 

Council was established.  Since that time the staff and pupils elect a student council 

annually. Elections are usually run annually during the first term in school. A 

representative from each class is elected to sit on the council each year. 

 

Scope 

A student council is a representative structure through which students in a school can 

become involved in the affairs of the school, working in partnership with school 

management and staff and parents for the benefit of the school and its students. The 

policy will apply to the establishment and operation of the student council in the school. 

The policy will apply to students, teachers, board of management and others involved 

in any way with the student council.   

 

Rationale 

Students have a valuable contribution to make to the effectiveness of the school and 

active participation in an appropriate manner in the operation of the school is a 

valuable dimension of a student’s educational experience; it provides preparation for 

citizenship and also fosters mature behaviour. 

A student council provides an opportunity for students to engage in a structured 

partnership with teachers, parents and school managers in the operation of their 

school. Research indicates that student councils can improve academic standards and 

reduce dropout rates in schools. Student councils can create a sense of ownership of 

the school and its activities among the student population.  

Section 27 of the Education Act, 1998  provides that students of a post-primary school 

may establish a student council and that Boards of Management shall encourage the 

establishment by students of a student council and shall facilitate and give all 

reasonable assistance to students who wish to establish a student council, and to 

student councils when they have been established.  

http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/1998/a5198.pdf
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Section 27 also states that the rules for the establishment of a student council shall be 

drawn up by the board, in accordance with such guidelines as may be issued by the 

Minister from time to time, and such rules may provide for the election of members 

and the dissolution of a student council.    

The National Children’s Strategy, published in 2000, emphasises the importance of 

student councils as a mechanism for giving young people a voice in schools.  

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 12 also advocates student voice. 

DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools), An Action Plan for Educational 

Inclusion specifies that all second-level schools participating in the School Support 

Programme (SSP) need to have a student council in operation to support engagement 

between school staff and students in the process of planning for the effective 

implementation of SSE measures.   

Towards 2016 (Section 30, Children) includes a commitment to promote “the 

establishment and operation of democratic student councils in schools, in accordance 

with the Education Act 1998 and the National Children's Strategy”.  

 

Relationship to characteristic spirit of the school 

In St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s Primary and Post-Primary School we seek to enable each 

student to develop his/her potential.’ We advocate a positive and caring school 

environment, which is supportive and inclusive’. Having a Student Council has a 

beneficial impact on issues such as discipline, bullying and staff-student relations.’ Our 

vision statement outlines that every pupil will become an active member of their local 

community. The skills that they learn in school and while participating with and in the 

council will foster their abilities to enable them to have a successful and positive future 

in their local communities.  
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Goals and objectives 

The policy is intended to support the establishment and operation of an effective 

student council in the school. The objectives of the student council may include:  

• to represent the views of the students on matters of general concern to them; 

• to support the management and staff in the development of the school; 

• to enhance communication between students, management, staff and parents; 

• to promote an environment conducive to educational and personal 

development; 

• to promote friendship and respect among pupils; 

• to contribute to the development of school policy; 

• to nurture a range of important skills among students, such as participating in 

meetings, negotiating, responsible leadership and collaborative problem 

solving. 

 

Key measures 

Rules for the establishment of a student council  

The Education Act, 1998 provides that a board of management school shall draw up 

rules for the establishment of a student council and that these rules should be in 

accordance with the guidelines on student councils issued by the Minister for 

Education and Science, Student Councils: A Voice for Students. 

In accordance with the guidelines, the rules for the establishment of a student council 

will have regard to the following basic principles: 

• The student council shall promote the interests of the school and the 

involvement of students in the affairs of the school, in co-operation with the 

board of management, parents and teachers. 

• The council should, as far as is practicable, be representative of each class or 

year group in the school. 

http://www.education.ie/servlet/blobservlet/student_council_voice.pdf
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• The Board of Management shall at all times retain the right to dissolve a council 

or remove a council member, in accordance with these guidelines and the Code 

of Behaviour. 

It should also be noted that the guidelines state that a student council should not 

through its activities interfere with, or detract from, the authority of school management 

or the teaching staff of the school. It is not a function of a student council to discuss or 

comment on matters relating to the employment or professional affairs of the principal, 

teachers and other staff of the school, or to become involved in any issues that fall 

within their professional competence. 

The student council has a representative from each class elected to the council 

annually by the pupils and the staff. Pupils may nominate themselves for election. 

Each pupil will give a speech during the election giving reasons why they should be 

voted onto the council. An individual from management will meet with the council 

regularly at which they will update the council on events in the school who in turn will 

update their class mates. Events discussed at these meetings are presented at 

assembly each week. If a student is unable to sit on the council due to unforeseen 

circumstances, they will be replaced by another pupil in the class under the direction 

of the class teacher. Students will remain on the council for the duration of the annual 

term, unless they have been issued a yellow, orange or red card in line with our Code 

of Behaviour. They may be allowed to re-submit an application to return to the council 

after receiving a green card in consultation with the class teacher. A dissolution of the 

student council will only occur where activities of the council do not align with school 

policies. Further information on the rules of the student council are included in Part 2 

of the National Guidelines.  

 

Links to School Policies and to Curriculum Delivery 

Identify any links to related school policies  

School policies need to be consistent with one another, within the framework of the 

overall School Plan. Our Code of Behaviour has a card system. In line with this policy 
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it is necessary for all student council representatives to be green card holders and 

exhibit positive behaviour in our school. 

Links to curriculum delivery 

A Civic, Social and Political Education (CSPE) module covers many aspects of running 

an election and the work of the student council. Which is covered in the post-primary 

section of our school.  

 

Implementation Arrangements, Roles and Responsibilities 

This policy will be implemented with immediate effect. The student council and the 

staff core committee co-ordinate the work of the council. The names of individuals on 

committees are reviewed annually. Please check annual committees list for further 

details. 

 

Ratification and Communication 

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on the 04/04/2018.  All our 

policies are available on our school website and on our server. Our policies are revised 

in line with our School Implementation Plan. 

 

Reviewing and evaluating the policy 

The review and evaluation of this policy will take account the effectiveness of the 

student council as perceived by students, parents and staff. The policy should be 

revised as necessary in line with national guidelines. 

 

 

 


