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Vision Statement 

St Ita’s and St  Joseph’s School will be a lifelong learning centre for ICT, serving the 

educational needs of the children and the school community, through creative 

educational use of present and emerging Information and Communication 

Technologies. We will identify the educational ICT needs of both school and 

community. We will access the resources and skills necessary to implement our vision 

of educational development. We will re-examine, broaden and revise our educational 

objectives in the light of developing strategies and resources in ICT educational theory 

and practice. The mode of instruction will generate a sense of achievement while 

experiencing the benefits of ICT to facilitate creative expression. Our use of ICT in the 

collaborative educational environment of our school will be a positive endorsement of 

the educational value of multimedia instruction. 

 

Rationale 

General Rationale for the use of ICT as an educational tool 

Integrated technology in teaching and learning across the curriculum is a new 

challenge which we feel must be met in all levels of an effective education system. We 

aim to develop skills in our pupils to enable them to live and work in an ever-changing 

world. We, as teachers, recognise the potential of ICT as a cross-curricular resource 

at both primary level and second level. In line with the general educational 

philosophies of the school, the mode of instruction will attempt to generate in the 

children, a sense of fulfilment, while experiencing the benefits of ICT to facilitate 

creative expression and academic achievement, through positive learning 

experiences will be stimulated to achieve his/her potential. The introduction of 

interactive boards in all classrooms has been a revelation. We are confident that this 

pedagogic tool, along with the existing ICT infrastructure, will equally enhance the 

learning opportunities of all the children in an atmosphere of self-worth, self-belief and 

self-motivation. This should indicate our positive endorsement of the benefits of 

multimedia educational strategies. 

ICT is required in Education: 

• To promote a positive attitude to technology 

• To use computers as tools to enhance further learning 



• To facilitate cross-curricular learning 

• To develop basic keyboard skills 

• To promote imagination and creativity 

• To develop problem-solving skills 

• To motivate children to collect, enter and interpret data 

• To encourage children to communicate effectively 

• To generate cross-cultural and international links, through the use of 

e-mail 

• To develop project management and presentational skills 

• To develop co-operative skills through participation in ICT projects that 

demand the pooling of skills and interactive development of ideas and material. 

• All students from Junior Infants to 6th year will, where possible, have 

regular access to computers. 

 

Introduction 

St Ita’s and St Joseph’s recognises the need to provide all its students with computer 

literacy skills so that they will be able to maximise the opportunities presented to them 

by the information age in Ireland and abroad. Teaching at all levels of the educational 

system must keep abreast of the potential created by the new technologies for the 

process of teaching and learning. It is increasingly important that a basic appreciation 

and understanding of the modern information and communication technologies is 

fostered in young people, from their early years in school up to the completion of their 

education.Our school has integrated ICT and digital media across the curriculum in 

learning and teaching with all students.  As can be seen in the following pages ICT is 

integrated across subject areas such as Maths, English, Science, Business, CSPE, 

Art, Drama, Geography, History etc. The programmes of study are age and ability 

appropriate and progress is built on from year to year.  ICT is also used as a tool to 

provide additional / differentiated learning support. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Aims of the ICT Curriculum are: 

• To develop knowledge, skills and attitudes that will enable the child to use ICT 

to support his/her learning in appropriate ways. 

• To enable the child to acquire and apply ICT skills in the attainment of 

appropriate curriculum objectives across the range of subjects. 

• To enable the child to experience a wide range of ICT tools and resources in 

relevant curriculum contexts. 

• To encourage the child to use ICTs critically and creatively and to be 

discriminating in the selection, analysis and presentation of information. 

• To enable the child to gain hands-on experience of a range of available 

technologies and to explore their potential in the classroom 

• To foster confidence in the use of ICT through enjoyable collaborative learning 

experiences in which each child can experience success 

• To raise the child’s awareness of the significance and impact of modern 

technology on the social, economic, cultural and other dimensions of society. 

• To develop the child’s understanding of ICT as a valuable “life-skill” that can 

enhance living and learning right throughout an individual’s life. 

 

In St Ita’s and St Joseph’s  we aim: 

• To promote a positive attitude to technology 

• To use ICT as tools to enhance further learning 

• To facilitate cross-curricular learning 

• To develop basic keyboard skills 

• To promote imagination and creativity 

• To develop problem solving skills 

• To encourage children to communicate more effectively 

• To develop project management and presentation skills 



• To develop co-operative skills through participation in IT projects that demand 

the pooling of skills and interactive development of ideas and material 

• To train pupils in the use of digital cameras 

• To enthuse pupils so that computer skills are seen as relevant, coherent and 

basic part of education in the future 

 

Special Educational Needs 

As all students in this school have mild general learning difficulties and some also have 
additional needs.  The use of computers and digital media is being tailored for all our 
students and all students have access to ICT.   
 
The management and staff are committed to the development and improvement of 
ICT and digital media use to support student learning and to prepare students for life 
after school.   
 
As students’ progress through the school they are exposed to different types of 
computer programmes and programs of study.  There is a variety of content free and 
content laden software available for use at different levels. 
 
Content free software is used with all age groups.  The content laden, educational 
CD's are mainly used with the junior students to develop their reading and 
mathematical skills. 
 
All students throughout the school have access to and are taught ICT and depending 
on their course of study some go forward for certification in this area. 
 
 

Current Usage of Digital Media in school 

Computers are used as a medium of teaching and learning in each class. Each class 

is timetabled to access 1 computer class per week. 

Current Usage: 

• Pre-reading and number work 

• Mathematical application 

• Development of thinking and problem solving skills 

• Word processing 

• Desktop publishing 

• Microsoft Power Point 



• Use of multimedia encyclopaedia 

• Typing skills 

• Communication skills (emails) 

• Project work 

• Development of fine motor skills. 

  

Internet Access 

Internet access is planned to enrich and extend learning activities and is an integrated 

part of the teaching and learning across curriculum areas in St Ita’s and St Joseph’s 

Special School. 

Students receive guidance when using the internet and its use is supervised. Students 

are taught what is acceptable and unacceptable. Parents are encouraged to be vigilant 

regarding the use of the internet by their children at home.  Students are encouraged 

to report immediately any offensive material they may come across to a responsible 

adult. They are given clear objectives for internet use. The school has a broadband 

programme which applies filtration to internet content. 

 

 ICT Adoption to Date 

This school has been a part of ICT development since the 1990’s. Initially each 

classroom had been equipped with a PC and appropriate software in line with the 

NCTE’s teaching skills initiative. Each year the school has strived to develop its base 

for Information and Communications Technology. When IT Tralee was revamping their 

computer room they donated many of their older computers to schools. Some 

classrooms in St Ita’s and St Josephs were furnished with one of these computers. 

These computers were becoming obsolete and many were very old and very difficult 

to maintain. It was decided that an overhaul of the computer base in the school was 

needed so that ICT could be integrated in a co-ordinated way. 

 

Adoption of Wireless and Wired Connections 

A wired internet network has been set up in each room. Students primarily use the 

Web for project research – downloading text and images on a wide range of topics. 

The staff use the web to locate relevant online content, including lesson ideas, lesson 

content, images, sounds, games, etc. The staff also uses e-mail and message through 



Databiz to discuss items of interest with colleagues. Wifi access in all rooms is a 

priority for our school for the future.    

 

Printers 

Network coloured printer was set up in the business/ computer room. This is much 

more efficient to run than a desktop printer and less maintenance was needed also. 

Desktop printers are no longer used in the school. There are also laser-jet colour 

printers in the principal’s office and secretary’s office. In 2013, the photocopier was set 

up so that it can be used both as a photocopier and a printer. Printing from the 

photocopier costs less than printing from the laser-jet printers. 

 

Acceptable Usage Policy 

Once internet was accessible throughout the school, the ICT Co-ordinating teacher 

updated the school’s Acceptable Usage Policy which was ratified by the BOM. A copy 

of this policy is available for all parents on our website. 

School’s Antivirus Software 

The school is using free anti-virus downloaded from the internet. 

Digital Cameras 

The school has four digital cameras which are shared throughout the school. 

iPads 

The school has 12 iPads and a mobile station to store and charge the iPads. Each 

class has access to these Ipads. A sign in and out book is used to monitor the use of 

the iPads. 

Interactive Whiteboards 

Interactive boards are an exciting classroom tool which should be available to all 

teachers and to pupils from the earliest age possible and in recognition of our 

commitment to ICT, each classroom has been equipped with either an interactive 

whiteboard or white board with over-head projector. 

 

Schools Website 

The school website will be used to keep parents informed of upcoming events and 

events that have occurred in the school. The school policies and subject plans are 

available to view on the school website. Our school website was updated by staff from 

our school in line with the Erasmus Project in the Czech Republic in May 2017.  



 

ICT Coordination 

The school has two teachers and the school secretary who are responsible for ICT in 

the school. Any faults are to be reported to the coordinators and they use the ICT 

ticketing system to contact the Technical support team. For the academic year 

2016/2017 IT Eireann is contracted to oversee the ICT infrastructure throughout the 

school. 

Each classroom and PC has number to facilitate the smooth running of the ICT fault 

ticketing system. 

 

Security 

The iPads are locked into a safety trolley which is placed in a locked room in our 

school. The computer room is locked each evening by the teacher or caretaker. Each 

teacher is responsible to lock away any cameras or digital devices that are in their 

rooms. 

 

Health and Safety 

• All students receive introductory sessions in the computer room dealing with 

Health and Safety issues. 

• Children are only allowed access to the WWW in supervised situations. The 

NCTE Broadband installation programme is providing external centralised 

firewall. 

• Children are not allowed to access any social website e.g. face book 

• Children are taught from an early age that they do not give out any personal 

details like surnames, addresses phone numbers etc. 

• Unwanted material is deleted immediately and the ICT co-ordinator is informed 

immediately. Any incidents will be recorded. 

 

Staff Professional Development 

Most of the staff is familiar with computers at varying degrees of proficiency. As part 

of the e-learning plan an audit of professional development took place and all teachers 

were asked to complete a form to establish their level of computer skills. The skill 

needs of the staff were assessed by the e-learning team and Erasmus course 

providers and relevant courses were sourced. From September 2016 staff have 



received computer training in Spain and Prague to facilitate teaching and learning of 

ICT in the classroom.  Courses from the local education centres are displayed in the 

staff room. 

Technical Support and Maintenance 

IT Eireann is contracted for the technical support of all our computers in the school for 

academic year 2016/2017. 

Current ICT Hardware- Audited by IT Eireann September 2016 

See Appendix 1 

 



 

 

Appendix 1 

 

Current ICT Hardware- Audited by IT Eireann September 2016 

Please contact IT Eireann to view original documents. 



  

 



 

 

 

 

 


