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School Self Evaluation Report June 2014 

Introduction 

Our school has been implementing the draft guidelines for School Self Evaluation 

since September 2009. We are currently implementing the SSE Guidelines since 

January of 2012 when they were published. We have undertaken this by seeking the 

opinions and recommendations of the whole school community through our school 

website and questionnaires which are handed out to all at the end of each school 

year. The information from the questionnaires is used to update our School Action 

Plan which is available on our school server. 

Where school curricula and syllabi are concerned each pupil is assessed in 

standardised tests in literacy and numeracy twice in each school year. As these tests 

are standardised for the population our school implements certain criteria when 

interpreting these tests. The tests are administered by Michael de Villiers 

(psychologist). The scores are then used to: group pupils for classes the following 

year; design individual programmes for pupils; feed into the Individual Education 

Plan for each pupil as appropriate. This year we decided to assess expressive 

language also. An identified teacher completed the standardised testing. 

School Context 

St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s is a primary and post-primary co-educational Catholic 

school for pupils with a Mild General Learning Disability. We also have two post-

primary ASD Classes. There are currently 71 pupils in the school. There are eleven 

class teachers, five subject teachers; sixteen SNAs; four kitchen staff; nine bus 

escorts, a secretary, a cleaner and an administrative principal working in the school. 

Summary of the Findings 

Questionnaires were given to pupils; parents and staff to highlight areas for 

improvement in our school. Every individual was offered the opportunity to 

participate. 100% of staff are proud to be staff in St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s. 100% of 

parents who completed the questionnaire agreed that their children enjoyed school. 

100% of pupils agree that staff encourage them to do things for themselves and to 

be responsible. Any constructive ideas for improvement have become part of our 

School Action Plan for next year. 

During 2013-2014 there has been a growth of 2.1% in numeracy from the previous 

year in our FETAC classes. Of particular note, is the improvement in speed and ease 

with which pupils compute answers to basic calculations, without the use of 

calculators. Our overall results will be used to ascertain the needs of pupils in the 

coming year and to address any areas of need.  
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During 2013-2014 there has been a further 3% overall improvement from the 

previous year, in literacy in the school since the beginning of the year. Of particular 

note, is the improvement of 4.3% in comprehension throughout the school. This is 

excellent, as comprehension is the most important aspect of reading and the whole 

purpose of why we read.  This improvement could also be the result of the 

programme implemented earlier this year with regard to language development.  Our 

results will be used to ascertain the needs of pupils in the coming year and to 

address any areas of need.  

With regard to the oral language programme that we implemented in the school this 

year, the expressive oral language test was completed on a one to one basis by a 

teacher.  The results show there is a statistical difference between the two sets of 

result (C.I. 95%  test statistic -7.095) as seen 

on the box plot. 

 

The mean of the entire data set for the pre-

test was 56.4 The mean for the entire data 

set of the post assessment was 63. However, 

out of the 69 students tested 64 students 

were retested and the mean difference on 

these scores is 7.2 points.  This   is an 

average increase of 13%. The median for the 

pre test was 58 and the post test was 64.5. The mode for the pre-test was 66. The 

modes for the post-test were 54,65, 71 and 90. Please see full report in the Awards 

and Projects Section of our website. 

The following areas have been priorities for improvement 

Specific professional development for staff in alternative areas of special education 

as well as training in ICT. Renewal of First Aid Training already received is also 

required by some staff. 

Standardised testing in receptive oral language will commence next year. 

We will continue our work in improving literacy; numeracy and expressive oral 

language as before in our school. 
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Legislative and regulatory requirements  

Our legislative and regulatory requirements are addressed on an on-going basis 

through our school policies. The whole school community are asked to contribute to 

these annually though e-mail and our annual school self-evaluation questionnaires. 

All of our policies are reviewed as necessary and published on our website. Please 

ask to see our school website and our School Action Plan on the school server for 

further details. 


